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Awebsiteis aformofvisuala r t

The sciencef aestheticanixed with the principles
of business, and an extraordinary website interface
must f eel e ortless yet
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Creating Visual Organization
Luke Wroblewski, authorand SenioiPrincipal of Product
Design atYahoo:A web interface is essential for:

. Informing users: guide users fronone action to the next
withoutfeeling overbearing

. Communicating contentrelationships: present contenh a
way that matches how users prioritize information.

. Creating emotional impact

. peoplemay actually benore prond o f or gi ve your
shortcomings if you produce a positigenotional response
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~ Creating Visual Organization
The end goal of your Ul design is to answBeaquestions
1. What is this? Usefulnesk

2. How do | use it? [Usability)
3. Why should I care?esirability)
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Scannihg-patterns=the —
predicabllity of the human eye

With a scurrying movement in the corner of your eye or a
sexy walk from someone across the street, the human ey
Is drawn automatically to certain pointsioferest.

While some of this depends on the person, the majority of

peopletend tofollow definitetrendsd including how they
view aweb page

Alex Bigman, Design Writer for 99Designsalks
about the two predominant reading patterns for cultures who
read left toright:

. Patterns
. Z-Patterns
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F—Pattern

Typically for textheavy websites likblogs

Thereadeffirst scanning vertical line down the left
side of the text looking for keywords points of
[ I e[ @ b 0 1 [ e el ol ek

Whenthe readefinds something thelke, they begin
reading normally, forming horizontal lines.

Theend results somethinghat looks like the letters F
or E.
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F-Pattern
Example

&he New Hork Times

CNN

News about CNN, including commentary and archival articles published in The New York

San Juan Mayor on Hurricane Response:
“This Is Not a Good News Story’

Carmen Yulin Cruz, the mayor, had a blistering response to
comments by an administration official about the situation in
Puerto Rico.

Preet Bharara, Ousted Federal Prosecutor,

Will Join CNN

Mr. Bharara, who has become a frequent critic of President
Trump since being dismissed by him in March, will be a senior
legal analyst for the network.

At CNN, Retracted Story Leaves an Elite
Reporting Team Bruised

Created with much fanfare, CNIN’s investigative unit was
reshaped and its focus narrowed in the wake of a story that led
to a refraction and an apology.
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F—Pattern

Jakob Nielsonof the Nielson Norman Group conducted a
readabilitystudy basedn 232 users scanning thousands
of websites:

- Users will rarely read every word of yotaxt.

. The firsttwo paragraphs are the most important and should
contain yourhook.

. Startparagraphs, subheads, and bullet points with enticing
keywords
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How could this impact the interface designyoftir
websit&

Free Ebook: Web Ul Design
for the Human Eye (Layout
Patterns & Typography)

SOV yOU WG LOTEM BSUTY, OF Ol CONENE In yOur
Sesgnt? What are some offecive patterns for laying your

e Tor uneey? Ao how Can you create & v languape
through typegreaty? The free e-book Sy UPW anpwers
hew typey

o - snen  Deal of the Week: The

: ﬁ OneBox Bundle for only $29!

S SRR TS SR S ————
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F—Pattern

Themost important content can been ina few seconds,
with more detailed content (amdcall to actiohpresented
Immediately below for quick scanning.

TheF-pattern can be very helpful fosites thatvant to

embed advertising or call :
overwhelm thecontent.
Remember.

. contentis always king,
- thesidebar exists tget usersnvolved in a deeper level.
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- TheF-Pattern is a guideline
rather than a template
because the-pattern carfeel
boring after the top rows of
t he .AFO

- Kickstarter adds in some
widgets (laid out horizontally) to
keep thadesign visually
Interesting beyond thierst 1000
pixels
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Z—Pattern

Z-Pattern scanning occurs on pages that are not centere
on the text.

. The readefirst scans a horizontal line across the top of the
page, whether becausetbé menwbar, or simply out of a
habit of reading lefto-right from thetop.

. When the eye@eaches the end, it shoots down &ft(again
based on the reading habdhd repeata horizontal search
on the lower part of the page
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Featuren Pricag S.pson L2 Mare

Send Better Email

FITTED YORVALL

”
?-n—mud'h"wbhdb'
Sanre DN O0pell! O W Autry) Savws of

join more than 7 milion peopie who use MadChnp to

Sign Up Free

desgn and send SO0 milban emals every day
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Z—Pattern

The ZPattern is applicable to almost any web interface
since it addresses tlsere websiteequirements such as
hierarchy, branding, andcalls to action

The Zpattern igerfect for interfaces where simplicity Is
a priority and the call to action tke main takeaway.

Forcinga Z-pattern for a website with complex content
may not workas well as the fpattern, but a attern can
help bring a sense of order simplerlayouts (and
Increase conversion rates)
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Z-Pattern - Keep In mind

Background: Separat¢ he background to
within your framework.

Point #1:Thisis a prime location for youngo.

Point #2: Adding a colorful secondary call to action can help
guideusers alonghe Z-pattern.

Center of Page:A Featured Image Slider in the center of the
pagewill separatdhe top and bottom sections and guide the
eyes along the gath.

Point #3: Addingicons that start here and move aldhg
bottomaxiscan guiddhe users to thgnal call to actiorat
Point#4.

Point #4: Thisis thefinish line, and an ideal place for your
primaryCall to Action
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Predicting where
can be a huge advantage.

- Before arranging thelements on your
page, prioritize the most and least
Important ones.

. Once you knowvhat you want your
users t o asimmenatter bfo
placing themnthepat t er n 0 s
Suhrer e baoele bl oy

- You can even extend the Z Pattern
throughout the entirety of the page,
repeating Point&-4 if you feel that
more value propositions are needed
before the caltoaction.
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Contrast; generating interest

Contrastl s e e el T enece 0 t
positioned closéogether.

In webUI design, these elements candogors, textures
shapesdirection, or size to namethe important ones.
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Contrast: generating interest

Al ternating BlZzedertandciors e r e
creates an instant hierarctoyyourinterface.

Constant Contact 44

Send great-looking emails
that drive big results.

3

L Cm—
A LCONSTANT CONTACT EMAIL MARKETING. POWERFUL STUFF.
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- Remember

IS
the default human

response
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